Essentials on Oncological Imaging: Postoperative Computed Tomography and Magnetic Resonance Imaging of Oral Tongue Cancer.
The contribution of diagnostic imaging in evaluating the pre- and postoperative status of tongue cancer is essential. Interpretation of postoperative images is made difficult by deformation; therefore, it is necessary to know how surgical technique, biological reaction, postoperative anatomy, and local recurrence are reflected on the images. This study explains the postoperative imaging features of tongue cancer to help in the early detection of local recurrence and avoid inappropriate treatment. We review schematic drawings of representative surgical procedures for tongue carcinoma, variable radiological features in postoperative conditions with or without complications, and typical features of local failures and their mimics. This article clarifies the important tasks of radiologists and clinicians in the postoperative evaluation of tongue carcinoma.